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Christmas  Tree  Production  in  Western  Montana  in  1941  a, 


From  a small  beginning  less  than  15  years  ago,  the  commercial  production  of 
Christmas  trees  in  western  Montana  has  developed  into  an  annual  harvest  sup- 
plying about  one  fifth  of  the  national  consumption  and  furnishing  seasonal 
employment  to  hundreds  of  people.  In  addition  to  the  trees,  which  are  the 
principal  product  of  this  growing  industry,  there  are  springing  up  what  may 
be  termed  "by-products  industries"  which  utilize  branches  and  trimmings  from 
the  stumps  for  decorative  evergreen  ropes,  wreaths,  sprays,  and  , gar lands. 
Various  types  of  novelties  such  as  corsages  and  decorated  cones  are  also 
produced. 

Since  1927,  when  Montana  Christmas  trees  were  first  shipped  to  outside  mar- 
kets, there  has  been  a steady  upward  trend  of  the  industry,  and  in  1941  the 
total  estimated  production  amounted  to  3,082,650  trees.  In  1940,  2,338,350 
trees  were  produced;  in  1939,  1,967,350;  in  1938,  1,676,000;  in  1937, 

1,534,500;  and  in  1936,  1,262,500.  For  the  years  prior  to  1936  comparable 
production  statistics  are  not  available.  In  other  words,  during  the  period 
from  1927  to  1935, inclusive , this  industry  had  been  growing  up  almost  un- 
noticed outside  of  the  particular  communities  involved. 

As  in  previous  seasons,  the  principal  producing  areas  for  1941  were  Lincoln 
County,  which  contributed  1,378,250  trees;  Flathead  County,  with  1,125,250; 
and  Missoula  County,  with  192,450.  The  leading  shipping  points  were  Eureka 
in  Lincoln  County  and  Kalispell  in  Flathead  County,  at  which  the  number  of 
carloads  was  identical,  amounting  to  214  each. 

Practically  all  of  the  trees  shipped  from  the  State  were  Douglas-fir.  Ship- 
ments went  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  but  the  bulk  were  sold  in  the 
Middle  West  with  Chicago  the  chief  destination.  The  most  distant  point  east 
where  carloads  of  trees  were  shipped  was  Philadelphia;  and  south,  Dallas, 
Texas;  and  west,  San  Francisco, 

Further  details  concerning  the  origin  of  the  trees  in  western  Montana  are 
given  in  the  attached  table. 


a/  Prepared  by  C.  N.  Whitney,  Division  of  Forest  Products. 
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Shipments  of  Christinas  Trees  from  Western  Montana  in  1941 
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